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Imemational application No. 
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I. Basis of the report 



5. 



With regard to the elements of the international application;* 
rn the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 2i2l as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 



the claims: 
pages 22-29 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



_^ as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
filed with die demand 

filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 1-15 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



_^ as originally filed 

, filed with die demand 

, filed with the letter of 



5^ the sequence listing part of die description: 

pages NONE ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 



pages NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all die elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in die 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under diis item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I die language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (xmder Rule23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I die language of the translation furnished for die purposes of international preliminary exaraination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on die basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in printed form. 

I I filed together widi die international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequendy to diis Authority in written fomi . 

I I furnished subsequendy to diis Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequendy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international appHcarion as filed has been furnished. 

I ] The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to die written sequence listing 
has been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages NON E 
the claims, Nos. NONE 
^ , the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

□ 



This report has been established as if (some ot) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished lo the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims 56-65 



Claims 1-55 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-65 



Claims 1-65 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
_N0 

_YES 
_N0 

_YES 
NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Vn. Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Claim 56 is objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents thereof: 

There are two claim 56: one dependent on claim 43 and one that is an independent claim. 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (Box VII) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PR£L|||^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


Intemational application No. 
PCT/^^/07281 


Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 




Continuation of Certain Documents Cited 
1„ Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Application No Publication Date Filing Date Priority date (valid claim) 
Patent No. (day /month /year) (day /month /year) (day /month /year) 
None None None None 






2. N on- written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure referring to 
Date of non-written disclosure non-written disclosure 
Kind of non-wrinen disclosure (day /month/year) {day/month/yeari 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Claims 56-65 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Fine et al, 

Fino et al. (US Pat. No. 5,689,705) discloses a system for facilitating sales of a home. The system includes a "Plan Selection 
Module" for selecting a plat, "Options Module" for selecting the options of the home to be built on the plat, "Finance Module" for 
detennining fmancing information of the buyer, and "People Information Module" for inputting customer information and profile 
information into the system. 

Claims 1-56 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Fino et al. in view of Grabowski or Byrnes. 

Fino et al. (US Pat. No. 5,689,705) teaches a system for facilitating sales of a home as described above including prices for upgrades 
and purchase price of the home. Fino et al. specifically teaches displaying floor plans of the available homes and options available, 
but does not specifically teach that these options placed on the plan using what is well known as the "click-and-drag" method. 

Byrnes (" VISIO Technical v4, 1") is a software review article of a product called VISIO Technical by Visio Corporation. VISIO is a 
drawing/CAD software that allows a user to display various types of drawings. VISIO Technical is a specific package of what is 
known as "stencils" for various technical subject matter including architectural drawings. The article points out that VISIO allows 
importation of files from outside sources (e.g., AutoCAD). Each template (i.e., a drawing file) opens with associated stencils (i.e., 
available drawing objects) that the user can click and drag onto the drawing. Once the icon for a particular stencil is placed into the 
drawing, VISIO automatically inserts that drawing object into the opened drawing. As taught in the article. VISIO Technical comes 
with 36 predefined templates including "Building Mechanical", "Home- Bathroom and Kitchen" » and "Space Plaiming". These 
feamres are more apparent in the article discussed below. 

Grabowski ("Starting a New Visio Drawing") is a technical assistance document to help users use VISIO. In the article, there is an 
elaboration of w^at is included in the VISIO Technical for the "Home- Bath and Kitchen" template. The stencils include walls, shell 
and structure, cabinets, bath-kitchen appliances, architectural dimensions, annotations, and electrical/telecom. As shown in the figure 
on page 2 of the article, each stencil is represented by an icon that is clicked and dragged onto the drawing field. 

It is readily apparent from the figures on pages 19, 23, 29. 41, 108, 120, and 218 of the User's Manual for VISIO ("Using VISIO 
Products"), VISIO Technical is a software for viewing and modifying architectural floor plans with various options encapsulated by 
icons in a stencil collection tool box. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art to use a floor plan software product such as VISIO in the 
sales software as disclosed in Fino et al because the fioor plan display software by Visio is a lot more convenient to use than the 
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(54) Titie: SYSTEM FOR SPECIFYING BUILDING UPGRADE OPTIONS AND DE-mRMINING BUILDING COST 
(57) Abstract 



A method for specifying upgrade options for a new 
building, e.g., a home, includes the steps of scanning 
(12) a floor plan of the new building into a computer 
(10), displaying a plurality of icons representative of a 
corresponding plurality of different upgrade options upon 
the monitor of the computer (12) while simultaneously 
displaying the scanned floor plan, selecting a plurality of 
desired upgrade options and designating where the upgrade 
options are to be placed in the building by placing the icons 
at corresponding locations upon the displayed floor plan. 
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what is claimed is: 

1 . A method for specifying upgrade options for a new building comprising the steps 

of: 

scanning a floor plan of the building into a first computer to form a scanned floor plan; 

displaying the scanned floor plan upon the monitor of a second computer while 
simultaneously displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of 
different upgrade options upon the monij^^pf the second computer; and 

selecting at least one of the availa^iq>grade options and designating ^diere the upgrade 
option is to be placed in the building by placing the icons at corresponding locations upon the 
displayed floor plan. 

2. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the first computer and the second 
computer are the same computer. 

3 . The method as recited in Claim 1 , wherein the second computer comprises at least 
one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a pen base computer, a desk top computer and any 
wireless network computer. 

4. The method as recited in Claim 1 , \vdierein the step of displaying a plurality of icons 
comprises displaying a plurality of icons in a toolbox and the icons are placed by voice 
recognition and/or by dmgging and dropping icons. 

5. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of adding a text 
comment to a dropped icon. 

6. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of compiling a list 
of selected upgrade options. 

7. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of compiling a Ust 
of selected upgrade options and prices for the selected upgrade options. 

8. The method as recited in Claim 1 , further comprising the step of calculating a total 
price for the selected upgrade options. 

9. The method as recited in Claim 1 , further comprising the step of calculating a total 
price for the building, including the upgrade options. 
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1 10. The method as recited in Claim 1 , further comprising the step of forming a database 

of purchaser information. 

1 1 . The method as recited in Claim 1 , further comprising the step of forming a database 
5 of purchaser information, the database comprising the name of the purchaser and the upgrade 

options purchased by the purchaser. 

12. The method as recited in Claim 1, v^^erein the step of displaying a plurality of 
icons comprises displaying only those icons which are representative of upgrade options that are 

1 0 available for the displayed floor plan. 

13. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the floor plan and the icons are 
displayed as part of a web page. 

15 14. The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the building comprises a home. 

15. A system for specifying upgrade options for a building, the system comprising: 
a scanner for scanning floor plans; 

a computer in communication with the scanner, the computer having a monitor; and 
20 whereiQ the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 

upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a scanned floor plan, the computer being further 
configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon the displayed floor plan, 

1 6. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
25 1 5, further comprising a plurality of digitized floor plans stored for use by the computer. 

1 7. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a pen 
base computer, a desk top computer and any wireless network computer. 

30 

1 8. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to display the icons in a toolbox, and to place the icons 
by voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons. 

35 19. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 

15, wherein the computer is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon. 

20. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
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15 wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling of a list of selected upgrade 
options. 

21 . The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling a list of selected upgrade options 
and prices for the selected upgrade options. 

22. The system for specifying upgrade options for a n;^ building as recited in Cleiim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to calculate a total price Wthe selected upgrade options. 

23. The system for specifying iq>grade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configiired to calculate a total price for the building, including the 
iq>grade options. 

24. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configiu^ to form a database of purchaser information. 

25. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
1 5, v^erein the computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information, the database 
comprising the name of the purchaser and the upgrade options piirchased by the purchaser. 

26. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to display only those icons which are representative of 
upgrade options that are available for the displayed floor plan. 

27. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, v^erein the computer is configured to display the floor plan and the icons as part of a web 
page. 

28. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in claim 
15, wherein the new building comprises a home. 

29. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of digitized floor plans; 

a computer having a monitor for displaying the floor plans; and 

wherein the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 
upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a selected one of the digitized floor plans, the 
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1 computer being further configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon 
the scanned floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons. 

30. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
5 29, wherein the digitized floor plans comprise scanned floor plans. 

31. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to display only those icons which represent upgrades that are available 
for a floor plan which is currently being displayed. 

10 

32. The system for specifying upgrade option as recited in claim 29, fiuther comprising 
a toolbox within which the icons are displayed upon the monitor. 

33. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
1 5 computer comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a desk top computer and 

any wireless network computer. 

34. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon. 

20 

35. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to compile a list of selected upgrade options. 

25 36. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 

computer is configured to compile a list of selected upgrade options and prices for the selected 
upgrade options. 

37. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
30 computer is configured to calculate a total price for the selected upgrade options. 

38. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to calculate a total price for the building, including the upgrade options. 

35 39. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 

computer is configured to form a databeise of purchaser information. 

40. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
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1 computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information^ the database comprising the 

name of the purchaser and the upgrade options purchased by the purchaser. 

4 1 . The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the floor 
5 plan and the icons are displayed as part of a web page. 

42. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the new 
building comprises a home. 

10 43. A computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied 

therein, the computer readable program code being executable to perform the steps of: 
diq>laying a floor plan upon a monitor; 

displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of upgrade 
options upon the monitor, the icons being displayed simultaneously with the floor plan; and 
1 5 facilitating selection of desired upgrade options and facilitating designation of where the 

selected upgrade options are to be placed in a building by placing the icons at corresponding 
locations upon the displayed floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and 
dropping icons. 

20 44. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, A^iierein the step of displaying 

a floor plan comprises displaying a scanned image of a floor plan. 

45 . The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43 , wherein the computer readable 
program code is fiirther executable to facilitating scanning of a floor plan, 

25 

46. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the step of displaying 
a plurality of icons comprises displaying a plurality of icons in a toolbox. 

47. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
30 program code is further executable to add a text comment to an icon. 

48. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
program code is further executable to compile a list of selected upgrade options. 

35 49. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 

program code is further executable to compile a list of selected upgrade options prices for the 
selected upgrade options. 
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25 By Facsimile to Oil (41-22) 740.14,35 

International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

30 Gentlemen 

In conjunction with the International Search Report mailed June 30, 2000, Applicant 
respectfully submits herewith replacement pages 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 of the claims. Applicant 
wishes to amend the claims as follows: 

35 

1 . A method for specifying upgrade options for a new building comprising the steps 

of: 

scanning a floor plan of the building into a first computer to form a scanned floor plan; 
displaying the scanned floor plan upon the monitor of a second computer while 
40 simultaneously displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of 
different upgrade options upon the monitor of the second computer; and 

selecting at least one of the available upgrade options and designating where the upgrade 
option is to be placed in the building by placing the icons at corresponding locations upon the 
displayed floor plan , and wherein the floor plan is automatical Iv updated to incorporate the 
45 selected upgrade options. 
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15. A system for specifying upgrade options for a building, the system comprising: 
a scanner for scanning floor plans; 

a computer in communication with the scanner, the computer having a monitor; and 
wherein the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 
5 upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a scanned floor plan, the computer being further 
configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon the displayed floor plan^ 
and wherein the floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the upgrade options 
represented by the selected icons. 

10 29. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building, the system 

comprising: 

a plurality of digitized floor plans; 

a computer having a monitor for displaying the floor plans; and 
wherein the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 
1 5 upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a selected one of the digitized floor plans, the 
computer being further configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon 
the scanned floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons , and 
wherein the selected one of the digitized floor plans is automatically updated to incorporate 
upgrade options represented by the selected icons. 

20 

43. A computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied 
therein, the computer readable program code being executable to perform the steps of: 
displaying a floor plan upon a monitor; 

displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of upgrade 
25 options upon the monitor, the icons being displayed simultaneously with the floor plan; and 

facilitating selection of desired upgrade options and facilitating designation of where the 
selected upgrade options are to be placed in a building by placing the icons at corresponding 
locations upon the displayed floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and 
dropping icons , wherein the floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the desired 
30 upgrade options. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-65 are in the application, with claims 1, 15, 29 and 43 having been amended. 
Of the claims under consideration, claims 1,15, 29, 43, 56 and 62 are the independent claims. 
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The present invention is generally directed to systems and methods for assisting real 
estate developers, commercial home builders and real estate purchasers, in combination, to 
specify the built-out particulars of a contemplated ncv/ home. By using this innovative system, a 
perspective real estate purchaser is able to dynamically plan all of the construction parameters 
5 relating to their new home, from site selection within a development, through the entire 
construction upgrade process, to mortgage and escrow administrative procedures. 

The system of the invention allows the purchaser of a new home to designate where 
upgrade options are to be added in a dynamic fashion, by giving the purchaser a complete list of 
all of the options available for a particular dwelling, on a room-by-room basis (or even a wall-by- 
10 wall basis). Choosing from among a list of options, the purchaser is able to pick-and-place each 
option and locate it in a particular position with regard to the floor plan of a particular room, in 
order to build out the perspective dwelling to their specific requirements. 

The process is dynamic in that options may be located and/or relocated at will, giving the 
buyer a considerable degree of freedom in assessing and evaluating their initial choices. Further, 
1 5 the process is dynamic in that as options are added or subtracted from the basic dwelling scope, 
the price of the upgraded dwelling is dynamically calculated with each option addition. Thus, a 
buyer is able to incorporate additional upgrade features and determine whether the dwelling 
remains within their budgetary constraints without the constant back-and-forth negotiation that is 
currently required for this activity. Once a buyer has determined the final look of their new 
20 dwelling, the cost factors can be immediately processed into a form suitable for evaluation and 
approval by a mortgage lending institution, insurance company, and the like. 

This utility is provided as a software application, residing on a personal computer, which 
extracts information from, and provides information to, a server system which might indeed be 
nothing more than another personal computer. A perspective buyer may link-up with the system, 
25 which might reside on a real estate developer's computer, and is able to evaluate what sites might 
be available in a perspective development, what models of dwellings might be available for that 
particular site, and might also be able to choose between and among various upgrade options for 
customizing the chosen model home. 

Real estate developers would provide the site plan information to the system, construction 
30 contractors might provide the individualized floor plans of the model homes, and various 

appliance, window, door, siding, roofing, plumbing, flooring, and wall covering vendors (for 
example) might supply information as to their various products as options that might be 
incorporated into the model home. 

Thus, specifically, the invention is directed to systems and methods for specifying 
35 upgrade options for a new building, wherein a floor plan of the building is scanned into a 

computer where it is accessible for display simultaneously with a plurality of icons representative 
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of a corresponding plurality of different upgrade options. At least one of the available upgrade 
options may be selected, with its desired location designated by placing its corresponding icon at 
a corresponding location upon the displayed floor plan. The floor plan is automatically updated 
to reflect the incorporation of the selected upgrades. 
5 The art of record cited in the International Search Report dated June 30, 2000, is not 

understood to disclose, suggest or even infer any of the foregoing, and is particularly not 
understood to disclose, suggest or infer updating a computerized floor plan with upgrade options, 
by picking and placing representative icons at specific locations in the floor plan. 

Specifically, U.S. Patent No. 5,689,705, to Fino et al., which was cited by the Examiner 

10 as a document of particular relevance, discloses nothing more than a system for facilitating the 

information transfer and processing associated with home construction and home sales. The '705 
reference discloses a system which allows a user to view lots that might be available in a 
particular development, it further allows the viewer to see floor plan layouts and elevational 
views for certain model home designs made available by the builder. Specifically, as set forth in 

15 column 5, lines 18-27 of the '705 specification, once a floor plan has been selected, the system of 
the '705 patent allows the user to choose from among a number of pre-determined options whose 
features and locations are pre-set with regard to any particular floor plan. In no way does the 
system of the '705 reference give a user the ability to dynamically pick and place options and 
upgrades and certainly does not give the user any ability to locate a selected option with respect 

20 to a floor plan. 

Indeed, all the user is able to do, according to the disclosure of the '705 reference, is 
merely to indicate whether or not they desire a certain option. The user has no input into the final 
design of the floor plan, particularly with regard to the aspect and location of the selected options. 
The referenced articles by Mills and Laiserin do nothing to make up for the deficiencies 

25 of the '705 patent as a reference against the claims of the present invention. All that the Mills 
and Laiserin articles describe is the creation of a floor plan or architectural drawing by use of a 
Computer Aided Design (CAD) software program. While interesting, discussions regarding the 
availability and efficacy of CAD programs for performing architectural renderings, is not 
particularly relevant to the claims of the present invention. The application claims do not involve 

30 CAD renderings of floor plans. Rather, the claims of the present invention are directed to 

systems and methods which allow floor plans to be modified and updated, at the option of the 
user, by dynamically allowing features and upgrades to be positioned within an already existing 
floor plan. 

Accordingly, there is nothing in any permissible combination of the '705 reference to 
35 Fino et al., and the Mills and Laiserin articles that would disclose, suggest or infer the inventive 
features set forth in the claims of the present application. Applicants would, therefore, 

4 

DOCSOC\763338v 1 \ 1 9999.0000 



10P/G337/JWE 

respectfully request reconsideration of the indication of relevance for the U.S. Patent No. 
5,689,705 and the articles to Mills and Laiserin. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STRADLING YOCCA CARLSON & RAUTH 



10 By. 




[John W. Eldredge 
Reg. No. 37,613 
(949) 725-4143 




15 JWE/mg 

Enclosure: Replacement page(s) 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 of the claims 
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what is claimed is: 



1. 



A method for specifying upgrade options for a new building comprising the steps 



of: 



scanning a floor plan of the building into a first computer to form a scanned floor plan; 

displaying the scanned floor plan upon the monitor of a second computer while 
simultaneously displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of 
different upgrade options upon the monitor of the second computer; and 

selecting at least one of the available upgrade options and designating where the upgrade 
option is to be placed in the building by placing the icons at corresponding locations upon the 
displayed floor plan, and wherein the floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the 
selected upgrade options.. 

2. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the first computer and the second 
computer are the same computer. 

3. The method as recited in Claim 1 , wherein the second computer comprises at least 
one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a pen base computer, a desk top computer and any 
wireless network computer. 

4. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the step of displaying a plurality of 
icons comprises displaying a plurality of icons in a toolbox and the icons are placed by voice 
recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons. 

5. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of adding a text 
comment to a dropped icon. 

6. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of compiling a list 
of selected upgrade options. 

7. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of compiling a list 
of selected upgrade options and prices for the selected upgrade options. 

8. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of calculating a 
total price for the selected upgrade options. 

9. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of calculating a 
total price for the building, including the upgrade options. 
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10. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of forming a 
database of purchaser information. 

11. The method as recited in Claim 1, further comprising the step of forming a 
database of purchaser information, the database comprising the name of the purchaser and the 
upgrade options purchased by the purchaser. 

12. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the step of displaying a plurality of 
icons comprises displaying only those icons which are representative of upgrade options that are 
available for the displayed floor plan. 

13. The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein the floor plan and the icons are 
displayed as part of a web page. 

14. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the building comprises a home. 

15. A system for specifying upgrade options for a building, the system comprising: 
a scanner for scanning floor plans; 

a computer in communication with the scanner, the computer having a monitor; and 
wherein the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 
upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a scanned floor plan, the computer being further 
configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon the displayed floor plan, 
and ^yherein the floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the upgrade options 
represented by the selected icons. 

16. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, further comprising a plurality of digitized floor plans stored for use by the computer. 

17. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a pen 
base computer, a desk top computer and any wireless network computer. 

18. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to display the icons in a toolbox, and to place the icons by 
voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons. 

19. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon. 



29 August 2000 
DOCSOC\763350v 1\ 1 9999.0000 



-23- 



10P/G337/JWE* 



20. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling of a list of selected upgrade 
options. 

21. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
5 15, wherein the computer is configured to facilitate compiling of a list of selected upgrade 

options and prices for the selected upgrade options. 

22. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to calculate a total price for the selected upgrade options. 

23. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
10 15, wherein the computer is configured to calculate a total price for the building, including the 

upgrade options. 

24. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
1 5, wherein the computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information. 

25. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15 15, wherein the computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information, the database 
* comprising the name of the purchaser and the upgrade options purchased by the purchaser. 

26. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 
15, wherein the computer is configured to display only those icons which are representative of 
upgrade options that are available for the displayed floor plan. 

20 27. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 

15, wherein the computer is configured to display the floor plan and the icons as part of a web 
page. 

28, A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in claim 15, 
wherein the new building comprises a home. 

29. A system for specifying upgrade options for a new building, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of digitized floor plans; 

a computer having a monitor for displaying the floor plans; and 

wherein the computer is configured to display a plurality of icons representative of 
upgrade options while simultaneously displaying a selected one of the digitized floor plans, the 
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computer being further configured to allow selected icons to be placed at desired locations upon 
the scanned floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and dropping icons, and 
wherein the selected one of the digitized floor plans is automatically updated to incorporate 
upgrade options represented by the selected icons. 

5 30. The system for specifying upgrade options for a new building as recited in Claim 

29, wherein the digitized floor plans comprise scanned floor plans. 

31. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to display only those icons which represent upgrades that are available for 
a floor plan which is currently being displayed. 

10 32. The system for specifying upgrade option as recited in claim 29, further 

comprising a toolbox within which the icons are displayed upon the monitor. 

33. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer comprises at least one of a laptop computer, a palm computer, a desk top computer and 
any wireless network computer, 

15 34, The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 

computer is configured to facilitate adding a text comment to an icon. 

35. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to compile a list of selected upgrade options. 

36. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
20 computer is configured to compile a list of selected upgrade options and prices for the selected 

upgrade options. 

37. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to calculate a total price for the selected upgrade options. 

38. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
25 computer is configured to calculate a total price for the building, including the upgrade options. 

39. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information. 
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40. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
computer is configured to form a database of purchaser information, the database comprising-sthe 
name of the purchaser and the upgrade options purchased by the purchaser. 

41. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the 
5 floor plan and the icons are displayed as part of a web page. 

42. The system for specifying upgrade options as recited in claim 29, wherein the new 
building comprises a home. 

43. A computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied 
therein, the computer readable program code being executable to perform the steps of: 

10 displaying a floor plan upon a monitor; 

displaying a plurality of icons representative of a corresponding plurality of upgrade 
options upon the monitor, the icons being displayed simultaneously with the floor plan; and 

facilitating selection of desired upgrade options and facilitating designation of where the 
selected upgrade options are to be placed in a building by placing the icons at corresponding 
15 locations upon the displayed floor plan, such as by voice recognition and/or by dragging and 
dropping icons, wherein the floor plan is automatically updated to incorporate the desired 
upgrade options. 

44. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the step of displaying 
a floor plan comprises displaying a scanned image of a floor plan. 

20 45. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 

program code is further executable to facilitating scanning of a floor plan. 

46. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the step of displaying 
a plurality of icons comprises displaying a plurality of icons in a toolbox. 

47. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
25 program code is further executable to add a text comment to an icon. 

48. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
program code is further executable to compile a list of selected upgrade options. 

49. The computer usable media as recited in Claim 43, wherein the computer readable 
program code is further executable to compile a list of selected upgrade options prices for the 

30 selected upgrade options. 
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